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FOUNDATION OPENS COMPETITION FOR GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIPS
MISSOULA—
The Jack Kent Cooke Foundation is now accepting nominations for its Graduate 
Scholarship Program -  one of the largest and most competitive scholarship programs in the 
country.
The foundation was established in 2000 by the estate of Jack Kent Cooke to help young 
people of exceptional promise with financial need reach their full potential through education.
The University of Montana selects two UM seniors or alumni who have graduated from 
the University since spring 2003 as candidates for the scholarships, which can total $300,000 - 
- as much as $50,000 per year for up to six years.
The scholarships will be awarded in early summer 2008 for use during the 2008-09 
academic year. Each award will be renewed by the foundation in subsequent years based on 
student performance.
Potential applicants should review the requirements and application process at 
http://www.jackkentcooke.org and then contact Laure Pengelly Drake, director of external 
scholarships at UM’s Davidson Honors College, who coordinates the process for UM 
applicants. She can be reached at 406-243-6140 or by e-mail at
-more-
laure.pengellydrake@umontana.edu. The UM deadline for applications is Thursday, Jan. 31, 
2008.
The graduate scholarships were first awarded in 2001. In 2006, Dawson Dunning, a 
UM wildlife biology major, earned one of them.
About 1,000 applicants compete for the scholarships each year. The foundation has 
awarded 320 scholarships to date and given out $27 million.
Cooke was a businessman and philanthropist who owned professional sports teams, 
such as the Los Angeles Lakers and the Washington Redskins, as well as the Chrysler Building 
in New York City. When he died in 1997, he left most of his fortune to establish the 
scholarship foundation.
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